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need-blind admissions at Colum-
bia. - |
- When finally Angela Davis took
the stage accompanied by Rodney
Crump, BSO Political Committee
Chair and BSO Vice President
Khadijah Sharif, the crowd rose to
its feet. After the crowd settled
down, Crump gave an impassioned
introduction of Khadijah Sharif
who later introduced Angela Davis.
Noting Ms. Sharif’s landmark
lawsuit against the New York State
Department of Education’s gen-
der-bias in administrating Regent
and Empire State Scholarships and
her integral role in the historic
mayoral delegation to South Africa
last fall, Crump said that Ms. Sharif
had demonstrated that she was the
Angela Davis of the future. ,
Somewhat taken aback by
Crump’s praise, Sharif reminded
the crowd that they had not gathered
to honor her, but to hear the message



of Davis. Citing Ms. Davis’ lifetime
of political activism and a litany of
her outstanding accomplishments,
Sharif then personally concluded
her introduction with how Davis’
legacy continues to inspire her.
After a sisterly embrace, Sharif
gave the podium to Davis who was
immediately greeted by enthusias-
tic applause as the crowd stood on
its feet. With a special message to
the Columbia community, Davis
reminded the crowd that the reten-
tion of need-blind admissions was
a struggle in which we should all be
involved. :
- Davis then launched into an
impassioned speech commemorat-
ing the 27th anniversary of the
assassination of Malcolm X. Mind-
ful of the media’s iconization of
Malcolm as a black separatist and
sexist, Davis reminded the crowd
that Malcolm ‘‘was a man who was
not afraid to change.”’ Using









